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For Immediate Release

Include a catchy headline here, eg: Explore your local learning options in [County Name]
Your first paragraph should include a hook, to catch the journalist’s attention.  Do you have a quirky event, something a little bit out of the ordinary that you can include here?  Make sure to refer to the local angle.  Also in this paragraph include details of where your event is taking place, times, details of key speakers etc. 
Your second paragraph should link to the national event i.e. the Festival, i.e. This event is one of almost two hundred nationwide events taking place during the AONTAS Adult Learners’ Festival.  Libraries, VECs, adult learning centre, museums and galleries are all taking part in the Festival which runs from February 21st to 25th. 

Your third paragraph should explain why your event is important.  Have you noticed an increase in the number of people wanting to access your services? Here are some statistics from AONTAS about adult learning: 

AONTAS estimates that there are approximately 200,000 adults involved in formal, further education programmes.   These are adults availing of education through local VECs (including adult literacy, community education, Youthreach, VTOS,  Back to Education Initiative, PLC programmes and Senior Traveller Training Centres).  Over the past two years over 10,000 adults have entered third level education, and there are now almost 160,000 adults on FÁS programmes. A further 30,000 adults are estimated to take part in non-formal community education. 

We also emphasise why adult learning is important.  Try and highlight the importance of your event.   Some of the reasons we propose include: 

· Adult learners have greater earning capacity – through opportunities for learning new skills, job promotion, and changing careers.  

· Adult learners are healthier and live longer and better lives 

· Adult learners are more likely to have strong social networks thus preventing isolation and social exclusion

· Adult learners are less likely to be at risk of poverty and unemployment.

· Adult learners are more active in their communities, and are more likely to volunteer and to vote.

· Adult learners are better able to help children with their homework and support them through their education, breaking the cycle of disadvantage.  

You should also include quotes, from someone in a senior position in your organisation which explains what you are hoping to achieve from your event, and someone who has benefited from your services, eg a learner, who can outline why the event is important.  

Your fourth paragraph should include some information about your own organisation, your activities etc. 
More information on events and activities happening during the Festival is available from www.adutllearnersfestival.com. 
ENDS

For more information, contact ?
Telephone Number. 
Notes to Editor

1. Include some information about your organisation here. 

2. AONTAS is the National Adult Learning Organisation.  AONTAS co-ordinates the Adult Learners’ Festival each year.  For more information visit www.aontas.com and www.adultlearnersfestival.com. 
